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Was Isaac a Type of Christ? — By Don Roth

WAS ISAAC A TYPE OF CHRIST?

One of the most dramatic events of the Old Testament happened when God ordered Abraham to
sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac. When reading this account it presents a problem. It may seem to be
an isolated event in which only Abraham knew what his mission to the land of Moriah was going to
be.

For most Bible readers the Book of Genesis presents a real challenge to be able to grasp the full
understanding of what took place. The events recorded by Moses are high lights of the history that
God wanted known, and is clearly seen in the account of Abraham and Isaac.

For the most part the detailed interaction of the people are not recorded, leading the reader to fill in
what surely took place before and during what was presented, and this was true, regarding the
sacrifice of Abraham’s son.

Without this realization the sacrifice of Isaac presents somewhat of a distorted view of what actually
took place. For example, it appears that without Isaac having any knowledge of what was expected of
him, he is taken to an isolated place for what he knows to be a burnt sacrifice to God. Isaac meekly
allowed his father to bind him and place him on the wood that was split for a burnt offering. It would
seem as though Isaac had this great burst of faith that allowed his father to bind him as a lamb for
slaughter.

It is here that mainstream Christianity goes astray, presenting a picture of Isaac being a youth of ten
or twelve years, oblivious of what was intended for him. They show a young child carrying a bundle of
sticks up the mountain on his way to be sacrificed. The thinking is that only a young child would allow
himself to be bound for sacrifice without putting up some sort of resistance.

There are two points to be made here. First we are told that Abraham split the wood for the burnt

offering. Gen.22:3.* So Abraham rose early in the morning
his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering and arose and
wenttothep ace of which God had told him.”

The meaning of this is that the wood was of substantial size that needed splitting; not sticks.
Secondly, a burnt offering required the victim to be totally consumed. Hence the larger quantity and
size of the wood is required for a substantial fire. Clearly no ten or twelve year old could carry such a
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load. Obviously Isaac was an adult man in good physical condition. So, how old was he? The answer
to that question will be given as the biblical account is more fully examined.

In Gen.22:1-2.“ Now it came to pass after these things

‘“Abraham!’” And he said, ‘“Here | am.” Then he sz
love, and go to the land Moriah, and offer him thesea burnt offering on one of the mountains of
which | shall tell you. "’

At this point in his life Abraham knew that God had given an irrevocable promise that a great nation
would come forth from his son Isaac. Therefore, he rightly concluded that God intended to resurrect
Isaac after his sacrificial death. Heb.11:17-19.“ By f ai t h Abr aham, when he

| saac, and he who received the promise offered
| saac your s e e dluding thdt God tvas abtedol rdise dm up, ev®o from the dead,
from which he also received him in a figurative

Here the first parallel is found of Abraham to Isaac, as God the Father was to Jesus Christ. Just as God
offered his only begotten son so Abraham did with Isaac; thus showing Abraham as a type of God the
Father, and Isaac as a type of Christ.

The faith to die for our beliefs is not based on some sudden mystical receiving of a determination to
carry out God’s will in a time of trial. The simple truth is that without the written word of the Bible
there could be no faith. Without the record in the bible of man’s interaction with God and its witness
to His guarantee to man that there will be a resurrection to eternal life, faith in Him cannot become a

reality.

Rom. 10:14-17.* How t hen shall they <call on Him in whom
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach unless they aresent?As i s written: ‘' How beautiful
t he gospel of peace, who Bittheymaye nptlalhotbeyddihd gospgl.s o f
For | saiah says, ‘Lord who has believaimh our r ey

comes by the word of GgdThe Bible.

In order for these things to happen as recorded, Abraham would have told Isaac and Sarah what his
mission would be, and with all confidence declared that the only outcome would be the resurrection
of Isaac, and they believed.

It is by the revealing of the true history of the Bible, which contains the promises of God to His
chosen, and their acceptance, that the Bible is factual that builds true faith.

Isaacs’s faith was built on Abraham and Sarah’s telling and retelling the miraculous events God

accomplished in their lifetime, highlighted by his miraculous birth in their old age. This is just as the

Bible tells us today, with the emphasis being placed by them of Isaac being the progenitor of a great

nation to come. Gen. 17:15-19, Then God said to Abr aham, “As for
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her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. And | will bless her and also give you a son by her; then |

will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kihgs@ e opl es s hal | be fron
fell on his face and | aughed, and said in his I
year ol d? And shall Sarah, who iIis ninety years
Ishmaelmm ght | ive before you!” Then God said: *‘ No,

call his name Isaac; | will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his
descendant Gen asle-12, Amid mH’e seataint return to yow actording to the

time of | ife, and behol d, Sarah your wife shald/l
which was behind himNlow Abraham and Sarah weotd and well advanced in age; and Sarah was

pastthe ageofchid bearing. Therefore Sarah | aughed wit
shall | have pleasure, my | ord being old also?’

Coupled with the Spirit of God it gave reality to the teaching Isaac received, which strengthened him
to face death. Knowing that he would be resurrected allowed him to fulfill his destiny.

Just as those today base their future resurrection on the biblical record of the mighty works of God:

the flood, the Exodus and all that followed, there is also a written guarantee to all who believe on Him

that there will be a resurrection as shown in Heb. 11:6.“ But wi t hout f ai th it i s
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who

di | i gent |Thenwhet& the rédviardd. ”

| Thes. 4:1tellus,” Fi nal ly brethren, we urge you and exho
more and more, just as you receivedAnfiinversaldds h o\
17weread:* For i f we b edandroseagdinheven salGod willdring with Him those

who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of our Lord will by no megrecedethose who are asleejpor the Lord Himself ilvi

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise firsthen we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with

them in the clouds to meet the Lord intheairr Andus we shall al ways be wi

Not only was Abraham’s faith confirmed by his actions, but also the faith of Isaac and Sarah by their
willing submission to God’s command.

Continuing to follow the parallel of Isaac to Christ, Isaac was required to carry the wood for his

sacrifice knowing he was the sacrifice, just as Christ was forced to carry the cross for His crucifixion. As

Abraham and Isaac began the journey up the mountain Isaac questioned his father about a lamb for

the sacrifice. This can be compared to Christ when in the garden of Gethsemane as recorded in Luke

22:42-43.* Saying, ‘Father, if it is Your will, remo\
Your s, be done.’ Then an angel appeared to Him

God sent this angel to strengthen Christ and He sent an angel to stop Abraham from killing his son.
Abraham’s statement in Gen. 22:8reads,” And Abr aham sai d, My son, G
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the I amb for a burnt off get hAgrahant’sAtatament herewagawo o f
prophecy that Christ made through John the Immerserin John1:36.* And | ooki ng at Jes
wal ked, he said, *‘Behold the Lamb of God! "~

Another parallel is seen in the two young men who accompanied Abraham and Isaac as far as the

mountain. In Luke 22:61-62 it is seen that Peter and John followed Christ to the courtyard of the high

priest.“ And the Lord turned and | ooked at Peter. An
had said to Hier, crBewso,r ey auhewirlolosdeny me t hree
wept bitterly.”

Also the three days journey to the mountain represents the three days and nights Christ was in the
grave. In the minds of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac was already dead from the moment the decision was
made to carry out God’s command.

As already pointed out, Isaac would have been a grown man to enable him to carry the wood required
for the sacrifice, thus the parallel of Christ’s age to that of Isaac’s can be drawn. Christ was thirty-
three years old when He was crucified. Would Isaac be the same age? It can be shown that Isaac was
also thirty-three when he was faced with being sacrificed. This is shown by comparing the calendars
for the appropriate years by going to the web site www.biblicalcalendarproof.com and clicking on the

calendar generator by inserting the year 1900 BC, the year that he was thirty-three years old. The year
of Christ’s crucifixion was 30 AD. Both calendars show that the Passover occurred on a Wednesday,
the 14" of Nisan. See the two calendars that follow for confirmation.


http://www.biblicalcalendarproof.com/

The Crucifixion of Christ

In order to find the Gregorian days for January-Mid March or Mid-April you have to go to
the previous BC or AD year and scroll foward the bottom because the calendar s sef fo
start the HCC year in mid-March to mid-April

YEAR 4076 AM (AFTER MAN)

Passover Apr 10 % Wednesday
Unleavened Bread Apr 11 Apr 17
Penfecost Jun2
Feast of Trumpets Sep 21
Day of Atonement Sep 30
Feast of Tabemacles Oct§ Oct 11
Last Great Day Oct 12

THE ABOVE DATES ARE OBSERVED THE PREVIOUS EVENING,
AFTER SUNSET

355 days Difference:  -10days Differences: 0 days
365 days lastYear  10days See the End Resulf

Gregorian Calendar ~ Hebrew Calendar Solar Calendar
Demonstration of Math

Demonstration of Math

THE BELOW DATES REPRESENT THE SABBATHS OF EACH MONTH




A \/

The Proposed
Sacrifice of Isaac

In order to find the Gregonan days for January-Mid March or Mid-April you have to go to
the previous BC or AD year and scroll toward the bottom because the calendar s set to
start the HCC year in mid-March fo mid-April.

YEAR 2147 AM (AFTER MAN)

Passover Mar23 % Wednesday
Unleavened Bread Mar 24 Mar 30
Pentecost May 15
Feast of Trumpets Sep 3
Day of Afonement Sep 12
Feast of Tabernacles Sep 17 Sep 23
Last Great Day Sep 24

THE ABOVE DATES ARE OBSERVED THE PREVIOUS EVENING,
AFTER SUNSET

Hebrew Calendar: 385 days Diference: 20 days Differences: 11 days
Solar Calendor: 365 days lostYear: -9 days See the End Result

Gregonian Calendar ~ Hebrew Calendar Solar Calendar
Demonstration of Maih

Demonstration of Math

THE BELOW DATES REPRESENT THE SABBATHS OF EACH MONTH NEKTVEAR

Nisai1
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To summarize, the following parallels are shown: The first parallel is the proposed sacrifice of Isaac as
a burnt offering, a sin offering, as Christ’s death on the cross was a sacrifice for our sins. Second,
6




Abraham had to split the wood. The Father prepared the way to Christ’s death. John 4:34.“ J e s u s
to t hem, ‘My food is to do t he kviThiid thetfwo ybuhgm
men accompanied Abraham and Isaac just as Peter and John went to the high priests house. Four, the
three days of travel equaling the three days and nights Christ was in the tomb. Five, Isaac’s request for
a lamb for the sacrifice, and Christ’s request to have the cup removed from Him in the garden. Six, the
angel that prevented Abraham from killing Isaac, as the angel sent to strengthen Christ. Seven, Isaac
carried the wood just as Christ carried the cross. Eight, Abraham is pictured as a type of God the

Father, willing to sacrifice Isaac as God sacrificed Christ for our sins. Heb. 9:28, “So Christ was offered

s ai
wh o

once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him he will appear a second time, apart

from sin, for salvatio .
Thus Isaac was a type of Christ.
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